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AVOCA BEACH SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB 

48th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Notice is hereby given that the 48th Annual General Meeting of the 
above club will be held in the clubhouse on Sunday, 12th September, 1976 at 
10.30 a.m. 

BUSINESS 

"1. To confirm the minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting. 

2. To deal with any business arising out of such minutes. 

3. To deal with any relevant correspondence. 

4. To receive and adopt the Annual General Report and Financial Statement. 

5. To elect office bearers for the 1976-77 season. 

6. To transact any further business which may be brought before the meeting. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

I hereby wish to submit formal Notice of Motion to the Annual General Meeting of the 
above club: 

"We, the undersigned, nominate Mr. James Hazlett, now deceased, as a Life Member of 
the Club." 

Nominated by E. A. Poole - Seconded by B. D. Norman. flS5E:.D 

Notice is hereby given that Annual Membership Subscriptions are now due and payable, as 
followers: 

1: ACTIVE MEMBERS ................. ............... .... ....................................... $2.00 

2: ACTIVE RESERVE ............................................................................. $4.00 

'3: - CADETS ............................................ .............. .. .. .............................. :.. $1 .00 

4: NIPPERS............................................................................................. $0.50 

5: ASSOCIATE MEMBERS................................................................ ... $5.00 

Financial members ONLY are entitled to vote at the General Meeting. 

GRAHAME LOVE, 
Honorary Secretary. 



OFFICE BEARERS 1975-76 

•••· B. Llo d, E. Barker, . endal, - sr..-. b.&v {) 

LIFE MEMBERS 

E. Benson (deceased), J. Harpur, R. Way, B. Norman, B. Maloney (deceased), A. Pickett, R. 
Pickett, K. Ross (deceased), C. H. Smith (deceased), J. Wood (deceased). 
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FINANCIAL MEMBERS 1975-76 SEASON 

ACTIVE AND ACTIVE RESERVE 

8. Jacobs G. Malone T. Way 
G. Love P. Malone A. Hoban 
B. Grace M. Malone N. Bowden 
D. Barker A. Nowland P. Hunt 
L. Cook R. Lloyd C. Kelly 
M. McMahon B. Low Jim Mitchell 
W. Bissaker T. Wilson John Mitchell 
M. Tamblyn L. Thorncroft I. Parker 
I. Messenger M. Kendall J. Horneman 
G. Price C. Way D. Veigal 
S. Harpur G. Way 
J. McAtamney P. Horneman G. Thompson 
M. McAtamney E. Baker D. Hoban 
P.Gee A. Hodges P. Hoban 
D. Gee B. Hodges G. Cuthbertson 
K. Bootie R. Norman J. Hoban 
N.Cannon D. Taylor B. Jones 
S.Cannon G. Ridley D. Dwight 
J. Adamski M. Verden W. Stevens 
A. Peebles N. Hillyard R. Smith 
T. Dickenson Q. Riley R. Earl 
J. Laing W. Proud M. Patton 
K. Baldwin R. Frazer R. Howarth 
F. Spindler S. Dillon M. Sainsbury 
G. Sherwin F. Byrnes S. Robinson 
M. Benson J. Abella R. Cairncross 
R. Gee B. Cahill R. Patterson 
I. Lambert A. Ellis K. Jones 
A. Frost K. Byrnes L. Upston 

ASSOCIATES 
E. Walters T. Picot F. Perry 
B. Powell N. Smith F. Buckley 
F. Warnock E. Faulder N. Byrnes 
R. Fittock R. Norman B. Frost 
B. Muter I. Walsh P. George 
G. Miller S. Pickett K. Johns 
R. Parsons B. Gallard J. Hedge 
O.Cook D. Hewetson 
S. Close C. Hillspon S. Townsend 
J. Hennessy G. Laing D. Sutherland 
G. Hunt R. Gray S. Player 
P. McAtamney C. Froud R. O'Grady 
T. Burnett C. Tate L. Butler 
N.Cannon R. Swinden D. Malone 
I. Pickett J. Quick N. Robinson 
A. Horne R. Pickett A. Bower 
R. Horneman L. Olsen F. Kitto 
R.lbbett A. Stout A. Scott 
R. March M. Walker R. Dickens 
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W. Dobinson 
R. Eddy 
R. Hoyer 
K. Worral 
B: Jorden 
B. Halderman 
A. Harvey 

A. Licciardo 
M. Hunter 
R. Smith 
E. Hunt 
I. Dunlop 
B. Overton 
E. Poole 

A. Mclaren 
T. Hunter 
C. Benson 

R. Dorrell 
J. Lemmon 
B. Overton 

This season showed an increase of 40 financial members over last year even though the 
fees were increased at the last A.G.M. It is hoped that this will be repeated again this coming 
season with an even better result. 

JOHN MITCHELL, N.S.W. Sinale Ski Champion 1976. 
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AVOCA BEACH SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB 
SEASON 1975-76 

47th Annual Report and 
Financial Statement 

Fellow Members, 
On behalf of the Club Management Com

mittee, I submit for your consideration and 
adoption the 47th Annual Report and Financial 
Statement on the activities of your club over the 
1975-76 season. 

The rostered patrols again showed their 
usual devotion to duty, and we can again report 
"No Lives Were Lost" during the times that we 
were on patrol. 

To those club members who had 100% 
attendance, congratulation for your devotion to 
your obligation. In all, the patrols were of a good 
standard, although ther~ were the usual cases 
of "loss of memory" which had to be prompted 
by the Judiciary Committee. 

The patrols this season saw the innovation of 
our new Radio Room, which is situated in the 
shark tower, and which gives us complete radio 
hook-up with patrol, power boats and helicopter, 
through Central Coast Command, based at 
Terrigal Haven. 

Also early in the season, we took delivery of 
our "Rubber Duckie" - or Inshore Rescue Boat, 
as it is technically known. It is basically an in
flated rubber boat, powered by a 25 h.p. out
board motor. The unit is highly manoeuvrable, 
and I feel sure it will prove its worth and cost in 
helping us to improve our rescue work. 

The 1975-76 season has been financially dif
ficult for the club, despite the fact that we have 
conducted quite a few successful fund-raising 
ventures. This emphasises the fact that the in
coming committee must watch very carefully 
the club's financial situation in the coming 
season. The club treasurer has reiterated this in 
his own report. 

To all those members who assisted the club 
in various fund-raising ventures - "Thank You". 
And of course, words cannot praise enough the 
support that our Ladies' Auxiliary have given us 
again this season. 

On a sour note, the response to the recent 
"200 Club" which was run at the end of the 
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season, when the club was faced with an over
draft problem, was disappointing, to say the 
least. One hundred members were asked to sell 
two tickets each, and we are still chasing money 
from quite a few members. 

Ironically, the members who have been 
heavily involved in various other fund-raising ac
tivities with State, branch and club teams, as 
well as general club fund-raising, were the first 
in with their returns, while other members who 
have not been so involved are still outstanding. 
It is the first time in the five years that I have 
been secretary where the club has been forced 
to ask the average member to support it. We 
'stood to make $1 ,300 out of the 200 ($10) 
tickets, and at the present time we have about 
$750 in hand. That $550 difference is what we 
are at present overdrawn, as we had budgeted 
the rest of the season on the profit from the 
competition. So if you have not already done so, 
please return your monies as soon as possible. 

The season just completed was our best 
ever. (I seem to write this statement every 
year.). 

Under the guidance of Chief Instructor, 
Quetin Riley, we gained 70 Life Saving Awards, 
which is the highest number yet gained in one 
season by this club. 

Of these, 23 were Bronze Medallions, and 
nine were Qualifying Certificates. This of course 
boosted our patrol strength during the season, 
and enabled us to maintain ten patrols of ap
proximately ten to 12 members. A lot of these 
new members are young, and it is up to the 
seniors to set the example, and hopefully they 
will still be on patrol when some of the older 
members apply for Active Reserve, or drop by 
the wayside. 

Already this winter we have had five more 
Qualifying Certificates gained, and one Instruc
tors, and we have at least two Bronze squads 
ready to start training soon. 

Competitively, we gained two third places in 
the Australian titles; three first places, two se-



cond places and one third place in the State 
titles; and 16 Branch championships, with a lot 
of other member~ filling minor places. 

This surely shows the depth our club has in 
competition, and also the faith our committee 
has shown over recent years in the purchase of 
top equipment, and the overall support of our 
competitors. For those who have not been to a 
State or Australian carnival, it is a most rewar
ding sound to hear Avoca Beach called as 
frequently as Wanda, North Cronulla, and other 
top city clubs. The competitors of yesterday and 
today have put the club where it is, and it is now 
up to the members of tomorrow to maintain our 
.position, and if possible to lift it to even greater 
heights. 

Towards the end of the season, the club's 
Honour Board for Life Members was put into 
place, and on behalf of all club members, I 
would like to thank Keith Jones for the excellent 
Norkmanship in preparing the board at no cost 
to the club, and to Arthur Ellis for the time and 
effort that he put into the organising of it. The 
:ommittee is in the process of arranging a 
special function to officially unveil the board in 
the near future. 

Whilst on the subject of Life Members, not 
long after the board was fitted into place, Ted 
Poole had a nagging though that someone was 
missing from the board. After wrecking his 
brain, Ted stated that old Jim Hazlett's name 
was missing. After some argument between 
some of our older members, it was discovered 
that he was never nominated for Life 

Membership, even though he was president for 
over 25 years. This was quickly taken care of by 
Ted, who submitted a Notice of Motion for Life 
Membership of James Hazlett (deceased). This 
Notice of Motion will be dealth with at the An· 
nual General Meeting. 

How easy it is to overlook someone who has 
given so much of his time to help put the club 
where it is today. 

Our club's involvement at Branch level is still 
not as good as it should be. At the present time 
we have Bryce Norman and Norm Smith on the 
Board of Examiners, Norm also being District 
Supervisor, Dick Gee as Publicity Officer, and 
Boat Inspector; and recently Mike Tamblyn was 
appointed to the new position of Branch Gear 
Steward, and is in the process of setting up a 
carnival control caravan similar to the one 
belonging to Manly-Warringah. 

This is not a lot of involvement for a club our 
size, so if any of you senior members are in
terested in gaining your Board of Examiners 
Certificate, have a talk with Bryce or Norm. 
Please give this some serious thought. 

During January, our club was host to the New 
Zealand touring team, who were visiting the 
Central Coast for a series of competitive and 
educational exchanges. Their stay at our club 
for three days was most successful. We con
ducted a carnival and barbecue, as well as an 
education and social evening at the Avoca 
Bowling Club, which were very successful. 
Highlight of the evening was the New Zealand 
boys (trying) to teach our Ladies Auxiliary to do 

Some of our Tasmanian team. 
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the "Haka". Elain Horne was so good that they 
wanted to take her home with them - so much 
so that Allan was prepared to pay her freight. It 
also gave our seven members who toured with 
the Central Coast team to New Zealand the 
chance to renew old friendships and repay some 
of the hospitality that they received. 

It is very pleasing to announce that, although 
we have not yet received a letter from S.T.C., 
we have a verbal confirmation that once again 
they are to make a new boat available, but 
owing to sky-rocketing prices will only be able to· 
meet us half-way. In doing so, they have once 
again shown faith in the way our club conducts 
itself, and therefore it is now up to us to support 
that confidence by getting in and raising the 
other half of the cost. 

Negotations are now under way with Boyd 
Humphries, but owing to prior orders, we may 
not have delivery until about Christmas or early 
New Year. 

On behalf of all members, thank you S.T.C. 
for your continued faith and support for our 
club. 

After reading through this report and absor
bing what this club is all about, stop and think, 
and if you feel you can be of more use, make 
the move in the coming season. Attend the An
nual General Meeting, and if you fail to gain 
selection on the committee, look around for 
some other way to help. 

CLUB MANAGEMENT 
This season's committee has come through 

our most hectic year ever, and the results are 
there to prove their dedication to their various 
positions and committees. 

The Management Committee met on nine oc
casions, and it was most pleasing to see the 
high standard of attendance. Two com
mitteemen were forced to resign from their 
positions owing to personal commitments. The 
attendance at meetings were as follows: 

Bryce Norman 9; Ron Way 8; Grahame Love 
9; I an Messenger 9; Bob Lloyd 8; Hick Kendal8; 
Craig Kelly (jnr. capt.) 3; Richard Gee 8; Dennis 
Gee 8; Eric Walters 8; Neil Kibble 1 (resigned); 
Pat McAtamney 1 (resigned); Kevin Bootie 6 
(new committeeman); Norm Bowden 4 (new 
committeeman); Bob Cairncross 8; Quentin 
Riley 8; Mike Tamblyn 8; Andy Hoban 6; Brian 
Low 5; Brian Cahill 5; Arthur Ellis 8; A. (Slim) 
Peebles 6; Phillip Gee 9. 

As well as these meetings, the executive and 
various sub-committees met t~ deal with 
problems as they arose. 

It was very pleasing to see the number of 
members who were keen to take positions on 
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committee this season. I think we had more 
voting at the Annual General Meeting than we 
have had for years, and it is most rewarding to 
see the interest that members are taking in the 
running of the club. 

After reading this report on your club's ac
tivities for the season, you will appreciate the 
effort and time that the various committeemen 
have put into the successful running of your 
club. 

They can only achieve this succe.ss with your 
support, and it is hoped that the incoming com
mittee receives as much help next season as 
you gave this season's committee. 

CLUB CAPTAIN'S REPORT 
The 1975-76 season saw quite a few 

changes in our patrols, and the techniques 
employed in their work. 

The most momentous change was the 
mechanization of the patrols by way of: 
Firstly-Our Radio Room Shark Tower, which 
became fully operational, and all members 
becoming conversant with its use: 
Secondly-The club purchased its Inshore 
Rescue Craft, and this craft has already proved 
its worth, performing several rescues that 
would have proved extremely hazardous with 
other equipment. This fact is a credit to the 
members who put in the time to become 
proficient in its use. To see just how proficient, 
check the areas of this publication covering 
competition. 

We also saw the introduction of the 
Lifesaving Committee. This committee is com· 
prised of every patrol captain and vice-captain, 
with each patrol entitled to only one vote on the 
committee's decisions. This idea probably did 
not get the support it deserved from the patrol 
captains, with 50% attendance at meetings 
being the average. However, those who did p~r· 
ticipate gained by the cross-flow of ideas and 
the club administration benefited by keeping in 
contact with the requirements and ideas of rank 
and file members. 

Patrol attendances this year were not what 
they should be. Some members don't appear to 
take their number one job (patrols) too serious
ly letting down their fellow patrol members. ~ 
large number made up penalty patrols through 
the season, and some finished the season with 
penalties to be done. Some members made a 
habit of relying on their patrol captains or 
myself to find a substitute for them if they were 
unable to attend. I'm sure in future that dis
ciplinary action will be necessary if this practice 
continues. The worst aspect of this practice is 



that the few willing substitutes very quickly 
become less willing with over use. 

One very pleasing aspect this season was the 
number of members who rejoined, or came back 
from the active reserve ranks to the active lists, 
and in most cases performed their tasks with 
great enthusiasm. 

In conclusion , I feel that this season was not 
an easy one for most members, with heavy 
commitments by way of competition, the work 
involved in fund-raising, the Tassie trip, the run
ning of the Inter-Cities, and lastly-lousy 
weather all season. 

Despite the difficulties, we maintained our 
enthusiasm and safety record, and look forward 
to next season. 

For next season it is envisaged that each 
patrol will have someone who is capable of 
driving and maintaining the I.R.S., as well as an 
advanced resuscitation certificate holder. We 
hope that this will make our patrols more ef
ficient, and should help us all to enjoy our tasks. 

M. KENDAL, 
Club Captain. 

Club Tasmanian team gear handlers. 

CHIEF INSTRUCTOR'S REPORT 
1975·76 

On tile instruction scene we have enjoyed a 
most successful year. Along with our claim of 
"No Lives Lost", we can claim 100% s~ccess 
for all candidates who attempted examinations. 

I cannot speak too highly of the attitude of 
our instructors who trained squads during the 
season. It was due to their dedication that we 
have a record number of awards gained this 
season. If this trend continues, then next 
season's Chief Instructor will need the services 
of every instructor within the club to ensure that 
a backlog of candidates does not occur. 

If any member feels that he can spare the 
time to train a squad, don't hesitate to contact 

the Chief Instructor at the beginning of the 
season. 

Apart from our general training programs, an 
internal Club Field Day was held at the com
mencement of the season, to familiarise 
members with up-to-date carnival procedures, 
resuscitation techniques, etc. 

Another successful event was an instruc
tional night at Mt. Penang Training School, 
where approximately 50 boys were shown films, 
and the latest techniques in resuscitation, by a 
12-man team, comprised mostly of members of 
our club. 

Congratulations to all members who gained 
awards. They are as follows: 

RESUSCITATION CERTIFICATE- (NIPPERS) (12) 

Adam Robmson 
Wayne Parnell 
Glen Minshall 
Cary Smith 

Ashley Collins 
Paul Horneman 
Mark Abella 
Cranston Smith 
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Anthony Love 
Peter Laing 
Steven Weller 
Paul Mulhane 



Grahame Harris 
Steve Raynor 
Brad Patterson 

John Horneman 
Peter Minshall 
Scott Robinson 
Dennis Taylor 
Terry Woodward 
Bill Hodges 
Darren Dargen 
Mark Benson 
David O'Grady 

Bob Cairncross 

Richard Gee 

'Clinton Way 
Eddie Baker 
-Mick Kendal 
Andy Hoban 
Mike Tamblyn 
Richard Gee 

QUALIFYING CERTIFICATE - (9) 

Anthony Hodges 
Robert Harvey 
Bill Mitchell 

BRONZE MEDALLIONS - (2S) 

Ulf Kaiser 
David Patton 
Steven Whitty 

Barry Jones 
Larry Thorncroft 
A. (Slim) Peebles 
Brian Goffett 
Marc Kelly 

INSTRUCTOR'S CERTIFICATE - (7) 

Greg Jarmaine 
Eddie Baker 
lan Messenger 

ADVANCED RESUSCITATION CERTIFICATE - (17) 

Dennis Gee 
Phillip Gee 

Jim McAtamney 
Paul Andrews 
Jim Mitchell 

TOTAL AWARDS GAINED - 70 

This season's instructors. 
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Peter Short 
Grahame Gallard 
Greg Hoban 

Tony Smith 
Mark Wilson 
Steve Cannon 
John Leech 
Gordon Eacott 

Phillip Malone 
Anthony Lamont 
Leslie Adamski_ 

Bob Lloyd 

Norrie Cannon 

John Mitchell 
Kevin Bootie 
Brian Goffett 
Barry Jones 
Grahame Love 
Larry Thorncroft 



Some of our new Bronze holders. 

This season's Cadet qualifiers with their instructors. 
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GEAR STEWARD'S REPORT 
1975-76 SEASON 

This past season was the fullfilment of an 
ambition for me as Gear Steward, and that was 
the gearing up, setting up and running of the 
Inter-Cities championships in February. I am 
grateful to the Manly-Warringah branch, from 
whom we hired their carnival caravan, which 
took a great load of preparation work and finan
cial strain off the club. (Our own branch is as 
present procuring a similar, if not better, van for 
use next season). 

My thanks to all members who assisted with 
the setting up of this carnival, and a special 
thank you to Neil Robinson. The job of setting 
out the area was a daunting task, and I felt very 
lonely at 7 a.m. that morning, with an empty 
beach and lots of gear, until Neil came striding 
down the beach ready for work. 

EQUIPMENT 
Without doubt, the purchase of our I.R.S. was 

the most significant acquisition of the season, 
details of which are contained in a separate 
report. 

The old Land Rover garage was converted to 
an I.R.S. room, equipped with boat stands, gear 
cupboard, tools, motor lock, etc. It is envisaged 
that this room will also become the "Li fe Saving 
Room" next season, housing all emergency 
equipment and patrol gear, i.e. rescue board, (1) 
reel .on rack, Oxy Viva, etc., thus providing ready 
access to essential gear in an emergency. 

SHARK TOWER 
Following recommendations from our 

delegates who attended the NSW Lifesaving 
C~mgress in August, 1975, the Shark Tower was 
converted to a radio room. This room is now vir· 
tually the "nerve centre" of the club during 
patrol hours, providing: 
1: Two-way radio contact with "Central Coast 
Command" radio network, linking all Central 
Coast Clubs, Power Surf Rescue Boats and 
Helicopter Service. 
2: Two-way radio link between tower and patrol 
area. 
3: Extension of public address system for use in 
rescue operations. 
4: Proposed telephone extension to outside line. 
5: Electric clock for timing of radio reports. 
6: Binoculars for improved visibility. 
7: Shark siren control switch. 

This room is manned continuously during 
patrol hours, providing improved efficiency to 
our patrols. 

Also following the congress, each patrol cap· 
tain was issued with a pair of swimming flippers 
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for patrol use. I would ask at this stage that 
these be returned to the club captain for re
issue to next season's patrol captains. 

We saw new board racks appear in the 
bunkroom for storage of short boards and wave 
skis, thanks to the Cannon brothers, and 
Graeme Malone, to name a few who organised 
the job. 

Generally the gear was treated with respect, 
and we suffered little loss of equipment. 

Proposed new gear for next season is:-
1: Reserve outboard motor - $600. 
2: Patrol caps (AGAIN!). Patrol flags - $40. 
3: Ambu Manikin and Cut-Away Thorax - Dona
tion. 
4: Surf boat - Assistance from S.T.C. 
5: New single skis (to be confirmed). 

As can be seen from the brief gear inventory 
below, our club's gear is expensive, so please 
take care of what we have. We can't afford 
replacements this year. 

GEAR INVENTORY OF MAJOR ITEMS: 

ESTIMATED VALUE 

SURF BOATS (3) .... ................................... $5,300 
SINGLE SKIS (5) ........................................... $800 
DOUBLE SKIS (3) ...................................... $1,050 
WAVE SKIS (2) .............................................. $200 
RESCUE SKIS (1) ................ ............................ $60 

PADDLE BOARDS (8) ................................... $960 
LONG BOARDS (4) ....................................... $520 
RESCUE BOARDS (1) ................ ................... $110 
NIPPER PADDLE BOARDS (6) .................. $600 
NIPPER FOAM BOARDS (4) ........................ $80 

REEL/LINE & BELTS (9) .......................... $2,000 
CARNIVAL GEAR, BUOYS, FLAGS, SIGNS, etc. 
(Sunday) ...................... ............ ................ .. .. ... .. $600 
MARCH PAST GEAR (1) ............................. $340 
FIRST AID GEAR (1) .............................. .. $1 ,000 
RADIO ROOM GEAR ( 1) ............................. $200 
MISCELLANEOUS ...................................... $6,000 

$19,820 

MIKE TAMBLYN, 
Gear Steward. 

COMPETITION SECRETARY'S 
REPORT 

It is with a great deal of pleasure that I report 
on the club's competitive achievements for the 
1975-76 season. 



No doubt everybody can recall the success 
enjoyed by the club during the 1974-75 season, 
when we ga ined the coveted R. & R. 
premiership at Branch level, took out the beach 
sprint, beach relay, and double-ski titles at State 
level, and the beach sprint at the Australian 
titles, and at this stage many people considered 
that Avoca Beach had reached its ultimate high 
in competition, and nobody cared to predict that 
we would surpass that effort in the following 
season. But we did, and did it impressively. At 
the 1975-76 Branch titles we retained the R. & 
R. premiership, added the reserve grade boat 
race championship, took out second place in the 
same event, won the senior and junior boat race 
for a clean sweep of boat events. We also 
enjoyed a clean sweep of senior beach sprint 
events, and a clean sweep of all craft relays, in
cluding second places in most of them. The 
number of individual championship placings was 
greater than the season before, and most im
portantly, we took out major placings in junior 
and cadet events by the members who will one 
day be the mainstay of our competition 
strength. 

At the State titles, we retained the beach 
sprint title, added second place to it, and 
etained the beach relay title. In place of our 
197 4-75 State double-ski title, we took out first, 
third and fourth in the single-ski title. In place of 
Jur senior A boat finalists we had our junior 
:rew as finalists. We retained our second 
Jlacing in the long board relay, and added fourth 
Jlacing in the open long board race. At the 
~ustralian title we lost our open beach sprint 
title in a close decision, but accepted a fine third 
Jlacing, also taking out third placing in the open 
ski relay. 

All our members making finals figured 
prominently, and were strong contenders in all 
events. Reflecting on these results, I believe 
that we can positively acclaim that last season 
was even better than the one before. 

When reflecting on such good times, one 
hesitates to mention anything of an unsavoury 
nature. However, I feel that our club will never 
be able to acclaim its ultimate season until we 
start and add some prestigious march past 
titles to our credit. To me it seems a pity that 
our club can boast so many champions in so 
many fields, but when it comes to the march 
past event, where members can show pride in 
their club, we are usually represented by the 
first twelve members to be rounded up, and the 

12 

event is treated as a shame from there on. The 
more we make our club known to the public, the 
more we can expect their support, if they are 
impressed by our image. In all major carnivals, 
the march past is the only event that is run 
alone, it is always shown on TV because it is one 
of the most spectacular events that the public 
likes to see. And if our club cannot produce 
better colour parties, we may remain a com
petitive force, but hardly be noticed by the public 
whose assistance we need. 

Having covered inter-club competition as 
already read, one would normally consider that 
such was the extent of competition for the 
season. However, for the first time in our club's 
history our members undertook an entirely new 
type of competition in the form of an I.R.S. 
(Inshore Rescue Boat) carnival, held on Soldiers 
Beach on the 24th and 25th April, which was 
after the normal close of season, to allow the 
I.R.S.'s to be taken away from the various 
beaches where they have become an integral 
part of patrol equipment. 

The carnival, made up of events simulating 
possible surf rescue conditions, was held with 
heats run on the Saturday, and five finals run on 
the Sunday. Of these five finals, our crews con· 
tested three, and won the feature event of the 
carnival in doing so. 

The overall point score for the carnival 
resulted in a close win to the Sutherland Shire 
Council Beach Inspectors, from Avoca Beach, 
with Soldiers Beach in third place. The skill of 
our crews, who only took delivery of our I.R.S. in 
January, was a feature of this spectacular 
State-wide carnival, and credit must go to 
Quinten Riley and Eddie Baker for a lot of work 
and training associated with our latest rescue 
craft. 

Club handicap competition was keenly con
tested, as usual, and the results of same, and 
club championship events as listed following. 
. Early in the season, the Competition Com
mittee held a meeting to try and generate even 
more interest in the Sunday events, and it was 
decided to give a chicken to the winner of the 
handicap events each Sunday. This proved most 
popular with competitors, and I feel a 
successful and imaginative move by the com
mittee. However, attempts to run a taplin relay, 
and blend some of our younger competitors 
with our more seasoned ones, for experience 
sake, did not prove so popular, and was only 
conducted on three occasions. 



To conclude, I would like to thank all the 
members of the Competition Committee for 
their assistance throughout the season. I would 
also like to thank members of I.R.S. and surf 
boat crew for assistance in laying buoys, and 
finally every member of our club who competed 
for the club or within the club, for making the 

position of Competition Secretary of Avoca 
Beach S.L.S.C. so fulfilling throughout the 
1975-76 season. 

SURF: 
BELT: 
BOARD: 
SKI: 
SPRINT: 
FLAGS: 

COMPETITION RESULTS 
SUNDAY HANDICAP EVENTS 

PHILLIP GEE,· 
Competition Secretary. 

SWIM: (1) M. Benson, (2) J. McAtamney, (3) J. Horneman, P. Gee. 
BOARD: (1) J. Horneman, (2) D. Gee, (3) M. Benson, P. Gee. 
SKI: (1) J. Horneman and D. Gee, (3) R. Gee, P. Gee. 

CADET 
M. Benson 

M. Benson 
M. Benson 
M. Benson 
M. 'Benson 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 

JUNIOR 
T. Smith 
T. Smith 
J. Horneman, R. Norman 
S. Cannon, N. Cannon 
N. Cannon 
S. Cannon 

SENIOR 
L. Cook 
L. Cook 
D. Gee 

John Mitchell 
R. Cairncross 

PILLOW FIGHT: G. Sainsbury N. Cannon 
R. Cairncross 

M. Kendall 

CADET CHAMPION: M. Benson. 
JUNIOR CHAMPION: T. Smith 
SENIOR CHAMPION: J. McAtamney 

SENIOR BEACH RELAY TEAM 
B. Gregory, B. Neal, J. Annand {coach), L. Mak peace, B. Cairncross 

1st place Central Coast/Branch Open Beach Relay 
1st place N.S.W. Open Beach Relay. 

Lindsay Makepeace 2nd place N.S.W. Open Beach Sprint. 
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N.S.W. STATE TITLES 

1st place Open Beach· Sprint-Bob Cairncross. 

2nd place Open Beach sprint -Lindsay 
Makepeace. 
1st place Open Beach Relay- Bob Cairncross, 
Lindsay Makepeace, Bob Neal, Brian Gregory. 

1st place Senior Single Ski-John Mitchell. 
3rd place Senior Single Ski-Greg Jarmaine 
4th place Senior Single Ski-Jim Mitchell. 

2nd place Senior Long Board Teams-Dennis 
Gee, Phil Gee, Kevin Bootie. 
4th place Senior Long Board-Phillip Gee. 
6th place Junior Surf Boat-Craig Kelly, lan 
Parker, Rod Earl, Mark Patton, Dick Gee 
(sweep). 
Mark Benson and Tony Smith both qualified to 
start at the Australian titles in the cadet and 
iunior surf races. 

AUSTRALIAN TITLES 

3rd place Open Beach Sprint-Bob Cairncross. 

~rd place Open Ski Teams-John Mitchell, Jim 
v1itchell , Gre~ Jarmaine. 

8th place Cadet Championship Surf 
Race-Mark Benson. 
9th place Cadet Non-championship Surf 
Race-John Laing. 

NIPPERS STATE TITLES 

10 year Swim-(1) Carey Smith; (3rd) Jon 
Cook. 
Junior Board- (2nd) Jon Cook. 
Junior Cameron Relay-(1st) Jon Cook, Bryce 
Ellis, Mark Walters. 

Junior Board Rescue-(2nd) Jon Cook, Bryce 
Ell is. 

Surf Teams Race-(2nd) John Laing, Scott 
Smith, Carey and Scott Smith. 

CENTRAL COAST BRANCH CHAMPIONSHIPS 
1975-76 RESULTS 

Open Long Board: 1st D. Gee, 2nd K. Bootie. 
Cadet Malibu: 2nd M. Benson. 
Open Ski: 1st B. Grace, 2nd J. Mitchell. 
Open Malibu: 1st J. McAtamney, 3rd P. Gee. 
Open Belt: 2nd J. Andrews, 3rd L. Cook. 
Cadet Surf: 1st M. Benson. 
Cadet Surf Teams: 1st Avoca Beach. 
Double Ski: 2nd Grace and Jarmaine. 
Open Surf Teams: 2nd Avoca Beach. 
Open Beach Sprint: 1st B. Cairncross, 

2nd L. Makepeace. 
Open Beach Relay: 1st Avoca Beach. 
Open R. and R.: 1st Avoca Beach. 
Junior R. and R.: 2nd Avoca Beach. 
Open Boat Race: 1st Avoca Beach. 

FINAL POINT SCORE: Avoca Beach 76; Ocean 
Beach 65; Umina Beach 22: giving our club 16 
Branch titles, 13 second places and five third 
places. 

Our craft competitors dominated this section 
of the carnival, winning nine championships out 
of 13 events. Once again our R. and R. team 
took out the coveted award, making it two 
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Reserve Boat Race: 1st Avoca Beach, 
2nd Avoca Beach. 

Junior Boat Race: 1st Avoca Beach. 
Junior Surf Race: 3rd T. Smith. 
Junior Surf Teams: 2nd Avoca Beach. 
Open Iron Man: 1st L. Cook, 

2nd J. McAtamney. 
Taplin Relay: 1st Avoca Beach (A), 

. 2nd Avoca Beach (B). 
Ski Teams: 1st Avoca Beach. 
Board Teams: 1st Avoca Beach (A), 

3rd Avoca Beach (B). 
Long Board Relay: 1st Avoca Beach (A), 

3rd Avoca Beach (B). 

Junior Belt: 2nd T. Smith. 

seasons in a row. 

Although Ocean Beach still dominated the 
swimming events, I feel we can expect big 
things from some of our up and coming young 
competitors. Likewise in the craft section. All 
they need is support and encouragement from 
some of our top senior competitors. 



SENIOR LONGBOARD TEAM 
Dennis Gee, Phillip Gee, Kevin Bootie. 

1st place Central Coast Championships 1975·76 
2nd place N.S.W. Championships 1975·76. 7th place N.S.W. Australian Championships 1975. 

CLUB REPRESENTATION is behind them 100%. 
Our cllllb members were once again well Our club's financial outlay in subsidies this 

represented at Branch and State level. season was by far the largest ever, totalling 
The large representation this season placed nearly $2,000. It is pleasing to see that 

a severe strain on our finances in the form of throughout the season the members selected in 
team subsidies, but it is the club's policy to these teams were always well to the fore in 
nominate any members who they thing are fund-raising activities, and at times actually 
capable of representing our club at represen- organising and running various functions in an 
tative levels. This must surely be a tremendous effort to help off-set some of the costs. 
incentive to all members to know that the club Our club's representatives are as follows: 

CENTRAL COAST REPRESENTATIVE SURF TEAM TO TOUR THE WEST COAST OF AMERICA IN 
JULY, 1977: 

'GRAHAME LOVE - Assistant Manager. 
RICHARD GEE - Educational Officer. 
DENNIS GEE - Educational Officer. 
JOHN MITCHELL - Craft Competitor. 
JIM MITCHELL - Craft Competitor . 

JIM McATAMNEY - Craft Competitor. 
PHIL GEE - Craft Competitor. 
KEVIN BOOTLE - Craft Competitor. 
TONY SMITH - Swim Competitor. 
MARK BENSON - Swim Competitor. 

. The 24-~an team consists of a manager, assistant manager, coach, six (6) educational of
fleers, and fifteen (15) competitors. They will tour the Californian coastline areas for a series of 
educational and competitive exchanges. At the present time, our members are hard at it raising 
the $30,000 needed to ensure the tour's success. 

CENTRAL COAST SURF TEAM - 1975/76 INTER-CITIES CHAMPIONSHIPS: 

Once again our club's representation in this 
annual team was strong, with twelve (12) 
members gaining selection out of 22. They were 
as follows: Grahame Love (team manager); 
Richard Gee (team captain); Our Senior 'A' Boat 
Crew, consisting of Mike Tamblyn, Brian Low, 
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Lindsay Upston and Warwick Bissaker, as well 
as runners Bob Cairncross and Lindsay 
Makepeace, and swimmers Len Cook, Jim 
McAtamney, Tony Smith and Mark Benson. 

This year's team was successful ·in gaining 
third place behind Sydney and Manly branches. 



AVOCA BEACH SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 1975-76 SEASON 

Avoca Inter· 1974-75 
General Build ina Gear Boat Tour Beach cities season 

Fund Fund Fund Fund Fund J.S.L.S.C. Carnival Total Total 
We commenced the year with a BALANCE of 795.71 212.38 583.33 574.95 
During the year CASH WAS RECEIVED by way of: 
Subscriptions .............................................................. 568.00 568.00 235.40 
Donations ..................................................................... 719.10 40.00 4476.60 2741.00 
-Social Committee ..... ............................................. 2700.00 2700.00 1500.00 
-Ladies Auxiliary ..................................................... 2000.00 2000.00 1000.0C 
-Avoca Beach Bowling Club .................................. 1457.00 1457.00 1135.00 
-Central Coast Leagues Club ............................... 3704.00 3704.00 3572 
-Gosford Shire Council .......................................... 800.00 800.00 800.00 
Smokos .............................. .......................................... 1288.10 1288.10 2954.40 
Raffles .................................. ....................................... 296.94 296.94 388.39 

...... Purchase by Club Members ..................................... 6867.40 3149.90 2034.50 0'1 
Bank Interest .............................................................. 21.25 21.25 76.85 
State Centre ............................................................... 1330.00 550.00 1880.00 
Housie .......................................................................... 79.06 ·543.56 622.62 
Chicken Board ............................................................ 26.60 26.60 
Entry Fees .. ... ......... .. ...... ................................... ........ .. 27.50 646.95 674.45 48.00 
Hall Hire ....................................................................... 247.00 247.00 
Reunion ... ...... .. ............................................................. 210.00 210.00 
Door Knock .................................................................. 586.00 . 586.00 
Presentation Night .................................................... 454.00 
Chicken & Spumante Nights ................................... 400.23 1036.26 1436.49 
200 & 250 Clubs ....................................................... 871.00 2371.00 3242.00 
Sundries ................. ......... ............................................. 3604.21 300.00 745.62 1694.62 6344.45 253.00 
Tour Members Equity ......... ..................................... 4192 4192 . 184.00 
Children's Christmas Party ...................................... 187.65 
Beer Sales ................. ............ ....... ............................... 1302.47 1302.47 635.23 
Programmes ............................................................... 11.10 235.00 246.10 
Sundry Equipment Sales .......................................... 785.00 

Making TOTAL FUNDS available during the year 25692.08 40.00 300.00 10388.92 38.60 4429.04 40888.64 19559.37 

These funds were expended as follows: --- ;:..-* ~.......,cd the vear with a Dr. balance of:-



...... 
-.....! 

~ ~~~U lll~ Y~Cif Willi Cl Uf. UCIICIIII.A:: UL-

8Uilding Repairs and Purchases ............................ . 
New Extensions and Work ...................................... . 
Entry Fees .................................................................. . 
Herald Loan Fund .................................................... .. 
Insurance .. .... ................................. ............................ .. 
General Expenses .................................................... .. 
First Aid .. .. ............................ .. ..... .............................. .. 
Postage and Petty Cash ........................................ .. 
Presentation Night (Trophies) .............................. .. 
Carnivals ..................................................................... . 
Socials and BBQ's .................................. .................. . 
Smokos .................................... ................................... . 
New Boat "I.R.S." .................................................... .. 
Boat Repairs .......................... ................................. .. .. 
Purchases and New Craft ...................................... .. 
Repairs to and New Gear ........................................ . 
Tasmania Tour Expenses ........................................ . 
Subsidies to Tasmanian Tour Members .............. .. 
Subsidies to Tour Members .................................... . 
Avoca Beach J.S.L.S.C ............................................ .. 
Raffles .. ...................................................................... . 
Inter-Cities Carnival ................................................. . 
Sundries ....... .. ..... .. .............................. ..... ..... ........... .. .. 
Children's Christmas Party .................................... .. 
Purchases for Club Members .... ............................ .. 
Annual Report ..... ........................................ .............. . 

320.50 

175.65 
3236.56 

182.77 
364.62 
908.15 
277.35 

2094.75 
528.38 

1050.00 

707.38 

7715.99 

899.51 
490.33 

400.00 

2377.80 

1863.80 
597.42 

879.47 

241.40 

8008.19 
2490.00 

1105.17 

899.51 2108.88 
490.33 1830.69 
320.50 585.20 
400.00 400.00 
175.65 125.03 

3236.56 1395.67 
182.77 21.12 
364.62 318.40 
908.15 1209.08 
277.35 320.00 

2094.75 1497.45 
769.78 816.41 

2377.80 2072.25 
879.47 75.45 

1863.80 4882.35 
597.42 569.40 

8008.19 150.00 
2490.00 
1050.00 
1105.17 1078.75 

18.50 
4530.62 4530.62 

707.38 
187.65 

7715.99 116.22 
364.20 

TOTAL PAYMENTS DURING YEAR ........................ 17562.10 1789.84 4839.02 879.47 10739.59 1105.17 4530.62 41445.81 20142.70 

Leaving a BALANCE of-Dr.................................... 8129.98 (1749.84) (4539.02) (879.47) (350.67) (1066.57) (101.58) 557.17 (583.33) 

Balance of cash at bank on 31·5·76-Dr ...... .. 
ADD outstanding deposit ........................................ . 

Dr. 

This can be reconciled with the balance in the 
Financial Statement by deducting cheques 
drawn prior to but not presented to bank by 31· 
5·76 ........ .. .............................................................. ..... . 
This equals debit balance as shown in Financial 
Statement- Dr ........................................................... . 

512.23 
79.06 

433.17 

124.00 

$557.17 

I. C. MESSENGER, 
(Hon. Treasurer) 

I report that I have examined the cash book, bank statement 
and other records of the Avoca Beach Surf Life Saving Club for 
the year ended 31st May, 1976 and that the above income and 
expenditure is in accordance with these records and the best 
of the information and explanations furnished to me by the 
Treasurer. J. C. CHEADLE, 

(Hon. Auditor) 



John Mitchell 
1st N.S.W. Sinele 

Ski 

Gr11 Jannalne 
3rd N.S.W. Slnele 

Ski 

Jim Mitchell 
4th N.S.W. Slfllle 

Sid 

1st Central Coast Ski T earns. 
1st New South Wales Taplin Team Ski Lee. 

3rd Australian Ski T earns. 

NEW SOUTH WALES STATE TEAM 
Once again Bob Cairncross was selected to 

represent N.S.W. in the Inter-State beach sprint, 
in which he was successful in gaining first place. 

This year also saw our club's ski team piCked 
to represent N.S.W. in the Inter-State taplin 
relay. John and Jim Mitchell and Greg Jarmaine 
were successful in their leg of the relay, which 
resulted in a first place to N.S.W. 

The State team went on to win the series, 
resulting in our four members gaining a gold 
medal each. 

NIPPERS STATE TEAM 
Probably our most exciting selection this 

year was that of Jon Cook, and Scott and Carey 
Smith being selected to represent N.S.W. 

This is the first time that our nippers have 
gaineo this hono~r. It is a sure sign of the degth 
of our competitive strength for seasons to 
come. 

N.S.W. STATE TEAM TO TOUR THE 
PHILIPPINES AND SOUTH EAST ASIA IN 

NOVEMBER 
Mike Tamblyn was successful in gaining 

selection in this team. 
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Two representatives from each branch were 
selected to make up this team, which is to carry 
out a series of educational lectures and 
demonstrations in the latest lifesaving 
methods. The tour will take in the Philippines, 
Bali, Hong Kong and neighbouring areas. 

The club would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate the above members on their 
various selections, and we know that you will do 
our club proud. 

BOARD AND SKI REPORT 
Once again the results of the past season 

were proof of our high standing in both local 
and State carnivals. Outstanding performances 
this season must be pleasing to our committee, 
and more so to the members themselves. 

As usual, the general committee were most 
generous in providing new craft in the way of 
two double skis, three single skis, three malibu 
boards, and one long board. 

While we are most appreciative of this 
gesture, I feel that there is a lot to be desired in 
the attitude of some members towards the care 
of club craft. With the inflationary cost of craft 
these days, we will have to make them last 
longer if the club is to maintain the policy of 
providing same. 



The feats of our senior ski paddlers were top 
class, with John Mitchell winning the N.S.W. 
Single Ski Championship, Greg Jarmaine taking 
out third place and Jim Mitchell fourth place. 
These three teamed together in the NSW Taplin 
Relay, ·which came in first, and they also 
brought home a bronze medal in the ski relay at 
the Australian championships. 

The Central Coast Championship was won by 
Brian Grace in a very close decision, while the 
ski relay was again won by the team of John 
Mitchell, Greg Jarmaine and Jim Mitchell. All 
these placings were commendable efforts 
resulting from months of hard training and 
dedication. 

The unfortunate side of our ski competition 
was that we were not able to encourage any 
really regular starters other than those men· 
tioned before. Admittedly there was the odd 
start here and there, but in all it was disappoin· 
ting in view of the fact that brand new craft are 
available for use. 

The senior board scene was quite CQrJl· 
petitive both within the club and in inter-club 
events. Boards were at times the opposite to 
skis, as we did not have enough craft to go 
around. For example, at some carnivals we had 
nine starters, namely J. McAtamney, P. Gee, K. 
Bootie, R. Lloyd, Q. Riley, B. Grace, A. Ellis, C. 
Way and D. Gee. 

Jim McAtamney and Dennis Gee retained 
their respective malibu and long board titles at 
the Central Coast Championships, along with 
the malibu team of Jim McAtamney, Phil Gee 
and Dennis Gee. This sa{Tle team again finished 
second in the long board· relay at the N.S.W. 
Championship, this being the fourth time we 
have filled this placing, so let's hope we can 
move up one position next season. 

While at the N.S.W. Championships, Phil Gee 
recorded his highest individual placing, this 
being a very close fourth in the long board final. 
Phil's effort was very commendable, con· 
sidering the standard of paddlers who finished 
behind him. 

Our junior craft boys met with fair success, 
with the most outstanding being John 
Horneman and Peter Hoban. With the amount of 
talent we have available, in this section, the 
results have been rather disappointing, the 
reason being a definite lack of dedication to 
training, and even more so the absence of en· 
couragement from senior members. 

John Horneman showed outstanding all 
round ability during the season, with placing in 
long board, malibu board, ski and iron man 
events. He also performed exceptionally well in 
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the various club handicap events. 
The brightest prospects to emerge in the 

cadet ranks for some years are Mark Benson 
and Brad Patterson. Mark, fresh out of the 
nipper ranks, showed marked improvement in 
all aspects of competition, especially in the 
craft sections. Brad, who is still a nipper, i~ 
developing into a strong all-rounder with a very 
good surf sense. 

Both these lads have had their share of 
success this season, both within the club and 
inter-club carnivals. If they apply themselves to 
training in the correct fashion, there is no 
reason why they should not go on to greater 
achievements. 

Looking to next season, I would like to see 
more interest and encouragement shown by our 
committee and senior members towards our up 
and coming young competitors. These lads will 
respond accordingly if more interest is shown in 
their direction. 

D. J. GEE, 
Board & Ski Captain. 

BOAT CAPTAIN'S REPORT 
I consider the season just concluded must 

rate as the most rewarding and time consuming 
ever experienced by the Avoca Beach Surf Club. 
Rewarding in so far as results are concerned, 
and time consuming when it comes to repairs 
and maintenance of our surf boats and 
associated equipment. In competition, our boat 
crews more than held their own against all other 
competitors, not only within t~e Central Coast 
Branch, but on ~ State-wide basis. 

The performances of our crews at our own 
Branch championship carnival held at Shelly 
Beach bears out my remarks, where we were 
successful in finishing in first place in the open 
surf boat championship; first and second in the 
reserve boat championship; first and fourth in 
the junior boat championship. 

Our junior A crew, consisting of lan Parker, 
Mark Patton, Rod Earl, Craig Kelly and Richard 
Gee, then went on to finish in sixth place in the 
N.S.W. championship held at South West Rocks, 
this being a late transfer after the seas had 
closed out the original site at Kempsey Cres· 
cent Head. At the Australian championship at 
Clifton Beach in Tasmania, our junior A crew 
were successful in reaching the semi-finals 
before being eliminated in a tight finish, but had 
the distinction of being in the top 12 junior boat 
crews in Australia. 



Our second junior crew for last season was 
made up of Dick Norman, Steve Cannon, Grant 
Ridley, Norrie Cannon, David O'Grady and swept 
by Phil Gee. This crew had keenness plus, and 
put the pressure on the A crew boys at all times. 
This feature, as a coach, was very pleasing to 
see, as it kept harmonious relations between 
both crews. The standard of our second junior 
crew can be gauged by the fact that at the 
Ocean Beach carnival, held in unusually flat con
ditions, both crews finished in a photo finish for 
third place. It is very pleasing to note that seven 
of the nine junior boaties will be available for 
selection again next season. 

I would like at this point to thank the fathers 
of boys who rowed in the A crew for their 
assistance with transport home from training 
whenever it was required. The season results 
for junior crews was as follows: A crew-eight 
first placings from 21 starts; and B crew-2nd, 
3rd and 4th from three starts. 

The senior A crew for last season was un
changed from the previous year, and consisted 
of Warwick Bissaker, Lindsey Upston, Brian 
Low, Mike Tamblyn and Richard Gee. This crew 
had a better averge result than that achieved 
the previous year. From 33 starts, their result 
was 20 first placings, and as previously men
tioned, were winners of the Branch cham
pionship, winners of the Inter-Cities boat race, 
and were considered a certainty beaten in the 
N.S.W. championship. 

I personally believe our form at this season's 
State titles was superior to that of the previous 
year's, when we finished in fourth place in the 
same event. Regretfully our final preparation 

for the National titles were hampered 
somewhat, when after training through the wet 
weather prior to the championships, two crew 
members contracted head colds, which really 
detracted from the crew's performances at the 
carnival. 

Our senior B crew last season saw some new 
faces mixed with some regular ones. The crew 
was made up of Terry Dickenson, Kevin Bootie, 
Tom Wilson, Peter Powell, and swept by Phillip 
Gee, plus the inclusion of veteran Andy Hoban, 
who rowed in the crew's three races at the 
N.S.W. titles. 

Over the season, this crew had 17 starts and 
were winners on seven occasions. However, 
experience was not lacking, as all members 
have been connected with boat rowing for quite 
some time. It was only the limited amount of 
training they were able to afford that prevented 
them from going on to bigger and better results. 

The members of our senior C crew were all 
temporary transferees from our craft section 
just for the day. With no boat training at all, so 
to speak, they had only two starts, one at 
·Terriga l, which they won, but unfortunately were 
not officially entered, and other at the Branch 
championships, where they finished second 
after a see-sawing battle with our B crew. 

The crew members were as follows: Jim 
Mitchell, Dennis Gee, Brian Grace, John Mitchell 
and Richard Gee. 

In addition to appearances at surf carnivals, 
we also started in a number of other events, the 
first of these was a marathon boat race on 
Tuggerah Lakes, where our three represen
tatives fin ished as follows: A crew second place; 

Our 14A" Boat Crew finds the going tough. 
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Our Junior "A" Crew at Tasmania in the 
Australian titles. 

B crew fourth place; junior crew tenth place. 
Another marathon boat race, this time much 
closer to home, was the seven-mile course from 
Gosford to the Kincumber Children's Home. 
This time no less than four crews represented 
Avoca Beach, and the result was as follows: 
Senior A crew second; Sef1iQr B crew fo!Jrth; 
Junior A ninth and Junior B crew eleventh. And 
finally, the Festival of the ··waters ·on the 
Gosford Broadwater saw our Senior A crew, 
along with John Mitchell on surf ski, and Jim 
McAtamney on malibu board, run out winners of 
the craft relay race. 

Earlier in this report I made reference to the 
repairs and maintenance required to keep our 
craft in fi rst class condition. I had intended to 
itemise all these points, but I am afraid this 
report would not allow me that much writing 
space. However, to briefly summarise, after the 
first carnival of the season, at Soldiers Beach, it 
read something like this: One surf boat holed in 
two places; one footrest broken; one oar broken. 
Fortunately this was to be our worst day, but 
nevertheless your boat captain and vice-boat 
captain were kept extremely busy throughout 
the season in maintaining our equipment. 

In addition to all this, I have a lot of thanks to 
hand out to va rious people for their continued 
assistance to me in the many requests I make. 
Firstly to our Club Management Committee, 
who never question my requests for new oars, 
or any repairs I consider urgently required. Tc;> 
Ron Parsons, of T.N.T. Transport, for once again 
providing the vehicle for towing our boat to car
nivals. To Mike Tamblyn for boat transport to 
Kempsey. To Bryce Norman for transporting to 
boat to Tasmania, and to Bryce and all his gang 
of boat handlers who did such a fantastic job in· 
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rassie in moving our boat up and down the 
beach whenever it was required. To Ed "Rubber 
Duckie" Baker, for supplying the leather for 
footsteps in the "Ron Smith" surf boat. To 
Gerry Hoban, for without him the trailer would 
not have been in any condition to make the trip 
to Tasmania owing to a bad metal fracture on 
both sides of the trailer. And who could forget 
Ted Poole's Invasion Barge, which was so 
successfully used in laying the buoys for the 
Inter-Cities Championship carnival; and not 
forgetting Neil Pickett, who spent the whole day 
driving the craft. Even had his steak dinner 
delivered to- him out there. 

And finally to our Boat Memorial hanging on 
the clubhouse wall. Peter Hunt and Bruce 
Cripps were of great assistance to me in 
bringing the bow of the "Kim Harpur" to its final 
resting place. 

In conclusion, may I offer, on behalf of these 
members of the boat crews, plus several other 
competitors, sincere thanks · to both Neil 
Sainsbury and Norm Cannon for their 
assistance with the preparation of our boat 
crews. Neil was able to arrange for a visit to the 
Alexander Mackie College of Advanced Physical 
Education for some of our club members to be 
physically tested for "muscle strength" by two 
of the college instructors in Mr. John Nolan and 
Mr. John Schnell. 

Norm Cannon was responsible for a visit to 
the Haberfield Rowing Club to put our boat crew 
members, both senior and junior, through a 
work-out on the club's rowing machine, where 
some interesting figures were disclosed which 
could greatly benefit future crew selections. 

RICHARD GEE, 
Boat Captain. 

INSHORE RESCUE BOAT REPORT 
At the beginning of the 1975-76 season, we 

decided to take the plunge and purchase an 
Inshore Rescue Boat. 

Careful thought was given to type, as two 
variations were available - the inflatable type, 
powered by an outboard motor; and the mini-jet, 
which is a smaller version of the existing power 
rescue boats. 

We eventually settled on the former, known 
throughout lifesaving circles as the "Rubber 
Duckie". 

Our craft is a Zodiac hull, powered by a 25 
h.p. Johnson. The total cost of the craft was 
$2,300, and so far we have footed the bill 
overseas. We hope to have a spare motor for 
the 1976-77 season. If anyone can think of a 
possible donor, let us know. 



Inshore Rescue Boat .. Rubber Duckie" Crew, I. to r., E. Baker, l. Thomcroft, B. Jones, 
B. Goffett, Q. Riley. 

On the functional side of things, the "duckie" 
performed flawlessly. Towards the end of the 
season , when rescue techniques were 
perfected, the "duckie" really showed its worth. 
In a moderate sea, with a strong rip running, the 
"duckie" excelled in rescue work. 

One distinct advantage is its speed in 
reaching the unpatrolled areas of our beach. So 
far we have not been presented with a rescue in 
heavy seas, but after watching similar craft in' 
these conditions, I doubt if we have any worries. 

A craft of this type requires a thorough 
preventative maintenance program, and in 
order to relieve patrol captains of these extra 
duties, the Management Committee decided to 
form a group of active members to train fully in 
all aspects of I.R.S. rescue work. 

A member of this group will be rostered with 
each patrol, and will in turn train other patrol 
members. This arrangement, in some ways 
experimental, is based on North Bondi's 
organisation, which has proved successful. 

In conclusion , I have no doubt that in keeping 
abreast of modern lifesaving trends, we have 
chosen a craft which, if maintained correctly, 
will give us many years of invaluable rescue 
work. · 

INTER.CITIES CHAMPIONSHIPS 
REPORT 

On February 28 this year, the fourth Inter
Cities Carnival was held at Avoca Beach. 
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Behind that statement lies three months of 
roganising by the club, to hold the biggest car
nival seen at Avoca Beach. 

At the close of entries, we had 1,250 in
dividual competitors entered in the open car
nival, as well as the five 20-man branch teams 
from Newcastle, Central Coast, Manly
Warringah and Sydney, competing in the teams 
carnival in the morning. 

From the point of view of organisation, it was 
a resounding success. But unfortunately on the 
competitive side, only about half the numbers 
turned up. The reasons for this we feel were: (A) 
it was after the State titles, and as a lot of com
petitors were not going to Tasmania for the 
Australian titles, they had finished competing at 
the State carnival; and (B) a lot of clubs that 
were going to Tasmania two weeks later had 
already sent their gear. 

The misleading fact was the paid entries, 
which is all our organising committee had to go 
on, and as such, we prepared for 1,250 starters 
plus supporters. 

Financially we broke about square over all, 
which was disappointing, as we could have 
made quite a bit financially if everybody had 
turned up. 

The running of the carnival, and the lay-out, 
was regarded by many as being the best yet, 
and to this we owe a vote of thanks to Mike 
Tamblyn and his helpers for the effort that went 
into gearing and setting up the area. 



It was most rewarding to see the turn-up of 
club members on the day to help on the various 
rosters to which they had been allocated. There 
were approximately 150 members in atten
dance throughout the day, and the Organising 
Committee takes this opportunity to thank 
everybody for the part he played. 

Special thanks must go to Eric Walters and 
his Social Committee, who organised the 
catering, and of course, our Ladies' Auxiliary for 
their tremendous help in preparing the officials' 
lunch, and the official team function following 
the carnival. 

The club would like to thank the following 
people for their assistance in making this car
nival the success it was: 

The boys from Mount Penang. 
Green Point/Avoca Lions Club. 
Gosford Sh ire Council. 
Fred Gill Pty. Ltd. 
N. & M. Hunter Pty. Ltd. 
Tip-Top and Buttercup Bakeries. 
Kerry Worrell. 
Paul Smith and Ron Fields (Central Coast 

Branch). 
Ron Parsons & T.N.T. Transport. 
Ted Poole and Dignity Aluminium. 
Tooth & Company. 
Copacabana and North Avoca S.L.S.C. 
Radio 2GO. 
George Gibson. 
Walker Bros. 
Sterland Bros. 
Peter James Sports Store. 
Terrigai/Wamberal Surf Club (Rescue Land 

Rover). 
Tom Waterhouse. 
Margins Drinks. 

One pleasing donation was that of 150 
"K.B." T-shirts from Tooth's Breweries. Every 
club member who assisted received one, and 
the club is most appreciative to Tooth's for this 
donation. 

Atfer being involved with setting up of this 
carnival, and seeing the tremendous response 
from all club members in helping, I fell that our 
club is capable of any challenge, and although 
the geography of our beach area may cause 
problems, I would have no hesitation in 
believing that the club is capable of handling a 
State title. 

GRAHAME LOVE, 
Carnival OrEaniser. 
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Bob Cairncross Senior Clubman of the Year with 
President, Bryce Nonnan. 

1st place C.C. Branch Beach Sprint 
1st place N.S.W. Beach Sprint 

1st place Inter-State Beach Sprint 
·3rd place Australian Beach Sprint 
Member of Club Beach Relay Team 
1st place C.C. Branch Beach Relay 

1st place N.S.W. Beach Relay 

CLUBMEN OF THE YEAR 
This year's coveted awards went to: 

MARK BENSON-Cadet Clubman. 
NORRIE CANNON-Junior Clubman. 
BOB CAIRNCROSS-Senior Clubman. 

The Clubman Awards are selected by the 
executive on a six-category system, i.e., Patrol 
Efficiency, Club Competition, Carnival Competi
tion , Instruction, Club Attitude and Fund 
Raising. 

From these categories one can see that to 
score well you have to be involved in every 
phase of club activity. 



BOB CAIRNCROSS: Last season, Bob's photo 
was in the report, with a string of results that 
would turn anyone green with envy. He was 
quoted as saying that he had got a lot out of the 
club, and felt that he should involve himself 
more with club activities. In doing so, and I know 
that it was the last thing in his mind, he took out 
the club's top award. 

Bob gained selection on the committee as 
Publicity Officer. He also gained his Instructor's 
Certificate, and to give you some idea of his 
clubmanship, he r.ang me from Brisbane when 
on holidays to make sure his substitute was still 
right for his patrol. As always, he was well to the 
fore in competition, and again gained Branch 
and State representation. 

On behalf of all club members, I would like to 
congratulate Mark, Norrie and Bob on their 
season's achievements. 

Junior Clubman Norrie Cannon congratulated by 
Board & Ski Champion Dennis Gee. 

NORRIE CANNON was also well to the fore in 
all phases of club activities. His patrol work, 
competition and club attitude were excellent, 
and he gained his Instructor's Certificate while 
still a junior, although he has turned 18. 

Although not a brilliant competitor, he always 
competed in all events, both club and carnival, 
and has devoted a lot of his time to the upkeep 
of our craft. Like Mark, we are looking to Norrie 
in his coming seasons as a senior. 
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Mark Benson, 

Cadet Clubman 

and 

Central Coast 

Cadet of the Year. 

MARK BENSON completed a very successful 
season (his last as a cadet): He was well to the 
fore in competition, gaining Branch representa
tion in the Inter-Cities team and the U.S.A. 
touring team. 

He gained his Bronze Medallion while still a 
cadet, and his patrol work and club attitude was 
of a high standard. We are looking to big things 
from Mark in his future years as a junior. 

Patrolman of the Year Don Hoban with Club 
Captain Mick Kendal. 

PATROLMAN OF THE YEAR 
This award went to Don Hoban, and he rightly 

deserved it. It is the Club Captain's job to pick 
this award, and Mick assures me that Don was a 
perfect example of what a patrolman should be 
- prompt, efficient and reliable. He had 100% 
attendance, as well as "standing in" on 
numerous occasions for other members. 
Congratulations, Don. 



CADET ENCOURAGEMENT 
The award this year goes to Brad Patterson. 
Brad is fast following in his father's 

footsteps. Completing his first season as a 
cadet, he gained his Qualifying Certificate, and 
was amongst our top cadet competitors. 

We are looking to big results from Brad this 
coming season, and I know he will be trying his 
best to fulfill them. 

RECRUIT OF THE YEAR 
It was moved at a Committee Meeting this 

year that we have an award for the most out
standing new member. 

He was to be selected by the executive on 
the same basis as the Clubmen Awards. 

The award this year went to Brian Goffett. 
Brian is a senior member, and joined the club at 
the start of the season. He gained his Bronze 
Medallion and Advanced Resuscitation Cer
tificate, and as well as that, he is one of our five 
members who are trained in the use of the 
"rubber duckie". 

As well as assisting now in training other 
members, he was well to the fore in fund-raising 
and general club activities. 

SOCIAL COMMITIEE FINANCIAL 
REPORT 

The 1975-76 season was financially much 
more successful than the 1974-75 season. We 
learned from our mistakes of the first year and 
were able to adjust our prices to allow a profit 
to be made and thereby make all work done by 
the many willing helpers worthwhile. 

The balance sheet for 1975-76 is printed 
below and has been duly audited by Dick 
Pickett. As you see we were able to give the 
main body cheques to the value of $2,700 and 
also pay accounts for the main body to the 
value of $456, so that during our six months of 
fund-raising we helped the club to the tune of 
$3,156. 

Just for comparison I have listed the profit 
made from the main items from both seasons. I 
would like to point out that in our first year of 
operation some expenses were charged to 
BBQ's that should perhaps have been charged 
to "sundries" but even had this been done it 
would not have made a lot of difference to the 
small BBQ profit in 1974-75 even though many 
people worked for many hours. 

1974·75 
BBQ's ........ ............ .......................... $100.15 profit 
Bar ................................................... $730.59 profit 
Soft Drinks ............................................. $3.42 loss 
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1975·76 
BBQ's .......................................... $1 ,374.26 profit 
Bar .... ............................................... $726.74 profit 
Soft Drinks .... .. .................. ............. $146.97 profit 
Presentation Night ...................... $402.95 profit 

AVOCA BEACH SURF CLUB SOCIAL 

COMMITIEE - INCOME & EXPENDITURE 

STATEMENT FOR 1975·76 SEASON 

INCOME 
BBQ's .. ... .. ................ ................................... 2159.96 
Bar ........................... ...... .. .. .... ...................... 1766.34 
Soft Drinks ................................................... 480.03 
Change ........................................................ 1010.00 
Presentation Night .................................. 1190.67 
Christmas Party ................ .. ....................... 249.00 
Raffle ............................................................ 113.55 
Housie ................... ........................................ 785.73 
Nipper Travel Raffle .................................... 26.60 
Bank Interest ................................................. 17.78 
Reimbursement from L.A. .. ................ ........ 34.85 

$7834.51 

EXPENDITURE 
BBQ's ................................. ........................... 785.70 
Bar ............................................................... 1039.60 
Soft Drinks...... .... .. ................................... .... 333.06 
Change ....... ................................................. 1010.00 
Presentation Night .................................... 787.72 
Christmas Party ......................................... 286.54 
Club Appropriation ................................... 2700.00 
Club Bar Accounts Paid .......................... 456.00 
Repairs and Equipment.. ............................. 12.00 
Kitchen Expenses .......................................... 62.17 
Ladies Auxiliary ............................................. 34.85 
L. A. Reimbursement.. ................................. 10.01 
Ice (Inter-Districts) ....................................... 11.40 

$7529.05 

·Total Income ............................................ 7834.51 
Less Total Expenditure .......................... 7529.05 

Plus Balance Forwarded from 305.46 
1974-75 season....................................... 99.23 

$ 404.69 

Credit Balance as per 
Cash Book and Bank Statement - $404.69 



SOCIAL REPORT 
This season our Social Committee excelled 

themselves in the organisation of our various 
functions. 

The committee is made up of Eric Walters, 
Neil Robinson, Peter Hunt, Alan Horne, Bill 
Hodges, Slim Peebles, Craig Kelly, along with 
our Ladies' Auxiliary members Cec. Norman and 
Amy Britton, and Dulcie McAtamney in the posi
tion of treasurer. 

We have come a long way from the days of 
just a social secretary, but I feel that a large 
amount of our club's success revolves around 
our social activities, and to maintain this takes a 
lot of organising and preparation. 

One thing that I would like all members to 
remember is that just because we have a large 
Social Committee does not mean that they are 
expected to do all the work. Every members is 
asked to assist where possible. 

The committee was responsible this year for 
organising the Children's Christmas Tree, which 
was its usual success, with approximately 150 
children attending, followed by a most en· 
joyable barbecue, which went on well into the 
night. 

Our Annual Bowls Day was again very 
successful, with our club receiving a cheque for 
$670, being our half share with McMasters 
Beach. We must also thank Rally Norman and 
Bill Scott once again for their time and effort in 
making this day the success that it was. 

The ladies' barbecue at the end of the season 
was a beauty, and although the numbers were 
down a bit on last year, our Ladies' Auxiliary 
members went home happy and contented (who 
said slightly merry?). 

The committee also organised the catering 
for the Inter-Cities carnival, which was a mam
moth task, and special thanks must go to Ron 
Parsons for his assistance. As mentioned 
elsewhere, the expected numbers were down on 
the day, but I have no doubt that they could 
have handled a State carnival crowd with the ef
ficient way that they were set up. 

Our Social Committee worked (hand in 
hand?) with our Ladies' Auxiliary, and by per
suing other reports you can see how successful 
a season they had. Once again they combined 
to decorate the Leagues Club Auditorium for 
the Annual Hawaiian Night in January, and once 
again about 150 members attended, along with 
the visiting New Zealand surf team, and also 
once again there were a lot of sore heads the 
next morning. This function has got to be the 
best night of the year that our club is associated 
with. 
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Our monthly barbecues were well attended, 
and always do much to keep our members in 
touch with what's going on. 

I feel that I should make some mention of the 
two "chicken and spumante" nights that were 
held this season. The club's Tasmanian team for 
the Australian titles ran these nights as fund
raising ventures, and they proved extremely 
successful, with about 170 people in atten· 
dance on both occasions. 

The nights consisted of a delicious chicken 
salad, washed down with ample ?Upp_lies of 
spumante and ale, dancing to a top class band. 
The team handled the catering, cleaning up and 
the ticket sales, both nights proving to be very 
profitable as well as extremely successful. It is 
hoped that we will hold one or two similar func
tions next season, under the control of the 
Social Committee. 

ANNUAL PRESENTATION NIGHT 
The Annual Presentation Night was held on 

June 26 at the clubhouse, with 220 members 
and friends in attendance. 

The organisation once again was very 
capably carried out by our Social Committee, 
and this season, after lengthy debate, our 
Ladies' Auxiliary decided that the caterer's 
prices were too expensive, so they decided to 
cater for the evening themselves. The menu 
consisted of fish pieces, curried prawns and 
rice, chicken and ham salad, and sweets. 

The quality and quantity were excellent. The 
manner in which the ladies prepared, served 
and cleaned up would have done credit to any 
top caterer. 

The result of this work was a profit of $410, 
wh1ch went towards the costs of our trophies. A 
special thanks must go to our ladies from all 
members for their efforts. 

Our club maintained its usual high standard 
of trophies, once again leaning towards clothing 
and gear that can be used by the winners rather 
than put on the shelf. It was most pleasing to 
see a strong representation from the Central 
Coast Branch in attendance to help with the 
presentations - namely President John 
Rosewell ; Vice-President Paul Smith; Branch 
Superintendent Ron Fields; Branch Treasurer 
Peter James; and our own District Supervisor 
Norm Smith. Thank you, gentlemen, for your 
attendance and assistance. 

Along with our regular awards was one to a 
long-standing members, Dennis Barker. 

Dennis has completed 20 years continuous 
active service, along with just about every other 
form of club involvement. Unfortunately he has 



Carey Smith, New South 
Wales Juvenile Surf Cham· 

pion under 10 years. 

Jon Cook, Bryce Ellis, Mark Walters, New South Wales Juvenile Cameron Relay Champions 1976. 
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accepted a position which has taken him to the 
country, and away from club activities. 

He will be missed by many, and I would like to 
take this opportunity to wish him all the best for 
the future. 

To everyone who was involved with this night, 
thank you for your support and assistance. 

ERIC WALTERS, 
Social Secretary. 

AUSTRALIAN TITLES TEAM 
MANAGER'S REPORT 

The Australian titles were held at Clifton 
Beach, Tasmania, this season, and our club sent 
a 32-man representative team, made .UP of 26 
competitors, travelling by air, and six gear 
handlers, who went by boat. 

The team consisted of the following 
members: 

Grahame Love, Warwick Bissaker, Mike 
Tamblyn, Brian Low, Lindsay Upston, Jim 
Mitchell, John Mitchell, Greg Jarmaine, Kevin 
Bootie, Len Cook, Jim McAtamney, Quentin 
Riley, Bryce Norman, Allan Horne, Peter Hunt, 
Jerry Hoban, Tony Smith, Craig Kelly, Mark Pat
ton, lan Parker, Rod Earl, Mark Benson, John 
Laing, Grahame Malone, Bill Mitchell, John 
Horneman, Peter Hoban, Norrie Cannon, Dick 
Norman, Don Hoban, Jeff Thompson. 

This team was the largest to be sent away b} 
the club, and it was pleasing to see that 13 
junior and cadets were included, which I feel 
sure must add to club incentive for future 
teams. 

It was decided that the team members would 
receive $100 each for seniors, and $75 each for 
juniors, as a club subsidy towards their costs. 
The team then set about organising various 
fund-raising activities to help off-set this 
amount. 

Fund-raising ventures included: 
( 1) Games Night .................................... $800 
(1) 200 Club............................................ $600 
(2) Raffles .. .... .......................................... $500 
(5) Housie Nights................................... $375 
(2) Chicken and Spumante Nights .... $950 

Total Amount Raised - $3,225 
This left a total of $350 after subsidies, 

which was used to help cover the cost of 
transport whilst in Tasmania. 

The team departed in two groups - the six 
gear handlers travelled down on the "Australian 
Trader", while the 26 competitors flew direct to 
Hobart, departing from Mascot on the Thursday 
night at 8.30 p.m., and arriving home at 10 p.m. 
on the following Monday. 
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The team then set out in five hire cars to 
"try" and find their hotel. It was a trip that will 
not be forgotten for some time, and to the five 
official drivers (who will not be, the next time) 
"Thank You." 

The competitors stayed at the "Marquis of 
Hastings" Hotel, while the gear handlers and 
the five cadets stayed in the club tent at Clifton 
Beach. The main disappointment was that fact 
that the team was split in this way, but as there 
is no accommodation at Clifton Beach, there 
was no alternative. 

To add to this problem was the inconvience 
of the "Bridge" with a section missing, which 
meant an added half-hour to the trip from 
Hobart to Clifton. 

The objective of the team was, of course, the 
Australian titles, and it is very pleasing to report 
that all members competed with much success. 

So much so that our club gained two third 
places - the open beach sprint and the senior 
ski teams. As well as these two fine efforts, we 
were successful in making it through to no less 
than eight finals, and six semi-finals. 

Of the 230 clubs that competed, we were 
placed 16th, which I feel is a remarkable effort, 
when you consider the strength of some of the 
bigger clubs. 

At this stage, I would like to make special 
mention of our six gear handlers. These six 
members - Bryce Norman, Allan Horne, Jerry 
Hoban, Don Hoban, Peter Hunt and Jeff Thomp
son, did not stop working all weekend. I don't 
think that one competitor had to handle his 
gear, including the boats, before or after an 
event, and if you consider the fact that the car
nival area covered about 1,000 yards, this was 
quite an effort. 

From the 26 competitors to the "Six" -
THANK YOU. I feel also that we should make 
some mention of their night activities at a cer
tain pub down the road. Under the brilliant 
leadership of "Bristo", they took over, even to 
the point of running the "chicken wheel" for 
Clifton Surf Club. As well as winning over all the 
locals, they did much for the relationship that 
exists between all surf club members. 

Space does not allow me to cover all the 
"momentous" events that took place over those 
four days, but as anybody knows who has been 
away with a team, "We had a great time" -
"individually" and as a team. To all those who 
have not had such a trip, then you have 
something to strive for in the future. 

Each member was outfitted with a club 
"Sloppy Joe" which they bought for the tour, 
a11d the team's behaviour was beyond reproach, 



"as far as I know." 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

the team for their support from the start of 
fund-raising to the trip home, and for the per
sonal satisfaction that I got out of it. 

I also believe that I owe a "thanks" to our 
National Secretary Harry Brown, for being 
seated just up the aisle from me on the plane 
home - or possibly the team does. 

GRAHAME LOVE 
Team Manacer. 

PUBLICITY OFFICER'S REPORT 
With a club as successful as Avoca has been 

over the last few seasons, much of the publicity 
takes care of itself through results achieved by 
individual members in local, State and 
Australian carnivals. 

With this in mind, publicity has mainly cen
tred around our own club activities in relation to 
club championship and weekly club handicap 
events, ·as well as those members who have 
gained · awards of any type. The avenues for 
publicity are fairly restricted in the area, with 
the Central Coast Express and Radio 2GO 
providing the most immediate news cover. Un
fortunately the Gosford Star, although most 
obliging with regard to reports, is a weekly 
paper only, resulting in news being slightly 
delayed. Our carnival held in February was well 
supported by the local press, with 
photographers and reporters in attendance. Un
fortunately we were unable to gain television 
coverage, although Channel 3 was noticed at 
the beach running a "Suntanned Beauty" con
test during the Christmas holidays. 

Maybe their priorities are a little different to 
those running our carnivals - only time will tell. 

One unfortunate aspect of publicity has been 
among club members, and on the beach itself. 
Perhaps the club would be advised to roster 
members able to use the P.A. system effective
ly. As well, the publicity officer could take much 
of the load off the secretary by providing 
members with a monthly or bi-monthly 
newsheet. Thanks are due to the staff of the 
Central Coast Express, Gosford Star, and Bob 
Scott of Radio 2GO for their help during 1975-
76, particularly in relation to the Inter-Cities 
carnival, and the first of our surf club 
marathons, which should be even more 
successful next year. 

BOB CAIRNCROSS, 
Publicity Officer. 
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AVOCA BEACH JUNIOR S.l.S.C. 
SECRETARY'S REPORT 1975·756 SEASON 

Members and supporters, 
This is my second year with the surfing move

ment, and I have great pleasure in presenting 
the tenth annual report. I wish to thank our 
president, all other office bearers and friends 
for their continued support and help throughout 
the past season. 

Our membership increased to 52 members 
this last season, with more than 75% atten
dance at training and carnivals, and it was good 
to see parents taking an active part in this 
sport. 

The club championships were held over three 
rounds again, and everybody had a go at getting 
a place. I wish to thank all the boys on their 
good sportsmanship, not only over the club 
championships, but the whole surfing season. 

We had seven carnivals over the past season, 
including Branch and State titles. The first car
nival I would like to mention is our own, which 
was a resounding success, and I not only wish to 
thank Branch officials and our own members 
and ladies' auxiliary for their help on the day, 
but I feel I have to give the gear steward of our 
senior club, Mike Tamblyn, my special thanks, as 
without his planning and assistance it would not 
have been the success it was. 

The next carnival I would like to mention was 
the Inter-Branch held for the first time at 
Wollongong, of which we nominated eight of our 
boys, and seven were selected, which I thought 
was terrific. The successful boys were: John 
Laing, Jon Cook, Cranston Smith, Mark Walters, 
Bryce Ellis, Paul Horneman and Scott Smith. 

By the time the Branch titles came around, 
the boys were really firing well, and they im
proved from third overall last year to second 
overall this season. As everyone knows, our 
strength has always been in the water events, in 
which we were again successful, but I feel I 
must tnake special mention of our beach com
petitors, who got together and really put 
pressure on some of the bigger clubs and won, 
which was great to see. 

The State titles were held at Bondi Beach, 
and we received terrific support from parents 
and members, so a bus was hired, and forty 
competitors attended. Of these, seven were 
selected to represent the Branch. It was the 
most successful State titles in the history of the 
club, as the boys came home with two GOLD 
medals, three SILVER and one BRONZE. 

Ten years swim; 1st Carey Smith, 3rd Jon 
Cook: Junior board; 2nd Jon Cook: Junior 
Cameron Relay; 1st Jon Cook. B. Elli~ and M. 



Walters: Junior Board Rescue; 2nd Jon Cook 
and B. Ellis: Surf Teams Race; 2nd John Laing, 
Scott Smith, Carey Smith. 

From these boys above I am led to believe 
that we have three boys selected in the State 
team for the Nationals to be held in Tasmania 
next year, and I wish to congratulate them for 
their hard work and dedication in succeeding. 
For all the boys who missed out this year, all I 
can say is that you tried your hardest, and were 
good spqrtsmen - and you cannot be more 
successful than that. All the best for the coming 
season. 

This year was also successful for the seven· 
teen boys who have received their Resuscita· 
tion and Qualifying Certificates. We have a 
squad of six members doing the same now in 
the off-season. 

I must thank Quentin Riley and his super· 
visors for the assistance they give to these boys 
whilst receiving their certificates. 

On the management side of the club, I wish 
to thank my fellow workers, especially Eric 
Walters, Neil Robinson, Jeff Laing, Frank 
Byrnes, Larry Thorncroft and Ron Weller, who 
weren't only there on Sundays for the events, 
but also gave a hand for any fund-raising ac· 
tivities that were needed throughout the year. 

I would also like to thank the Ladies' Auxiliary 
for their assistance when it was needed. If I 
have forgotten to thank anyone personally, 
please forgive me, but as we are getting bigger, 
my memory seems to be getting smaller. All the 
best for the coming season. 

Yours in surfing, 

A. PEEBLES, 
Hon. Secretary. 

NIPPERmES REPORT 
Our second season proved eventful, starting 

off with ten girls being picked in the C.C.N.A. 
Branch team to represent the Central Coast at 
Coffs Harbour. Mrs. Helen Benson was kind 
enough to accompany the girls and said the girls 
were a credit to their parents and surf club. 
Leanne Gee had the honour of being standard 
bearer for the Central Coast team. 

Each Sunday we have at least 20 girls that 
participate in the events and at the end of the 
season the nipperettes combined with the 
nippers for their presentation afternoon. 

The Branch carnival was held at Umina and 
our girls excelled themselves. Stacey Smith, 
Lisa Benson, Robyn Lackenbury won all their 
swim races and our ten year old relay team 
comprising Rhonda McAllister, Jackie Hoban, 
Jenny Bootie and Kathy Hoban won their event. 
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Lisa Benson won the junior iron maiden. 
Congratulations to all these girls and also to 
those who took part and did their best. 

Many thanks to the mothers who have been 
turning up on Sundays and helping us at car· 
nivals, this is very much appreciated. Slim 
Peebles and the boys are always helpful and it 
can't go without saying a special thanks to 
Brenda Paterson for the work she puts into 
helping the girls. 

This coming season it is hoped that senior 
girls (and mothers) will attend resuscitation 
classes to be conducted by Bryce Norman. 

MAREE BOOTLE 

LADIES' AUXILIARY REPORT 
Our activities during the past season have 

been the busiest to date. The auxiliary was 
called upon to assist the surf club in rmmy big 
functions this season, as well as working with 
the Social Committee at all the barbecues and 
Housie over the Christmas holiday period. 

The amount of money raised between the 
Ladies' Auxiliary and the Social Committee was 
approximately $5,800. The auxiliary presented 
the surf club with a cheque for $2,000. 

We held aU our major money-raising tunc· 
tions, all were very well supported by members, 
especially at the working bees for annual fete 
and Hawaiian night. 

The amount of work done for the New 
Zealand tour was outstanding, and all members 
should feel very proud of their achievements on 
those occasions. 

The main highlight of presentation night, as 
far as the auxiliary was concerned, was Life 
Membership being bestowed on President Amy 
Britton, who has been a great worker and sup· 
porter of the surf club movement for over 15 
years. Amy was presented with a plaque for her 
outstanding service. 

Thany you to the surf club for the barbecue 
given to the Ladies' Auxiliary at the end of the 
season. It was appreciated by all who attended. 

We look forward to yet another successful 
season, and hope all members will continue 
their support as in the past. 

The Annual Meeting will be held on October 3 
at 10 am at the surf club. 

CECILY NORMAN, 
Honorary Secretary. 

PERSONAL NOTES 
Congratulations to our following members 

for carrying on the good work by keeping up the 
supply of new club members. 



Bob and Anne Lloyd, Lindsay and Lyn 
Makepeace, Dennis and Norma Gee, Geoff and 
Nola Thompson, Mike and Carol Tamblyn, Greg 
and Helen Jarmaine, Fred and Jenny Spindler, 
Mick and Anne Kendall, Bob and Kerry Neal. 

On a sadder note one of our long-standing 
members, Harry Murphy passed away and all 
members of the club pass on their sincere sym
pathies to Mrs. Murphy and family. 

To all other club mel"ftbers who have lost 
loved ones throughout the year, the club offers 
its sincere sympathies. 

CONCLUSION 
Perusal of this report shows that the 1975-

76 season was our biggest and most successful 
ever. 

I seem to have made that statement annually 
for the past five years, and I hope that it can be 
made every year, as a club of our size and 
strength can only go forward . 

To ensure that last statement, it will require 
the full support of all members, especially our 
younger ones, as they are the future backbone 
of this club. 

For myself, it has been a most rewarding and 
satisfying season, and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank my fellow committeemen 
for thei r assistance and co-operation 
throughout the year, especially Dick Gee, for his 
assistance in the printing of our reports; Mike 
Tamblyn for his help and co-operation with the 
Inter-Cities; Bob Lloyd as assistant-secretary; 
and lan Messenger. lan and I have had a lot of 
impromptu meetings, and his assistance is 
greatly appreciated. A special thank you also to 
my wife for first assisting me and secondly for 
putting up with me. 

To the incoming officers I offer by best 
wishes for a successful and rewarding season in 
1976-77. 

For and on behalf of the Management Com
mittee. 

GRAHAME LOVE, 
Honorary Secretary. 

PRESIDENrS ADDENDUM 
Gentlemen, 

Having read this 1975-76 annual report 
there is no doubt many thanks must go to 
Grahame Love for the time and effort he has 
extended in compiling same. I know the amount 
of work this chap not only puts i~to our club as 
secretary but also his other activities last 
season, namely (Central Coast Branch team 
manager, assistant manager C.C. Branch 
American tour, club manager Australian titles 
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Tasmanian tour, carnival organiser Inter-Cities 
carnival) therefore gentlemen, we must feel 
proud to have a man of this calibre as a club 
member. 

To the club executive, management com
mittee, club officers and all sub-committees my 
appreciation for your activities over the last 
season, it is only through your efforts that the 
Avoca Beach S.L.S.C. is in the prominent posi
tion we enjoy today. 

My appreciation to all club members in all 
phases of surf club activities including patrols, 
competition and social. I feel our equal third in 
the Branch Patrol Efficiency Competition can be 
improved upon and I ask all patrol captains to 
be sure to attend the lifesaving committee 
meetings in the coming season as a surf club 
stands or falls on its patrol efficiency. In com
petition my congratulations to all winners, 
placegetters and participants in 1975-76 as our 
club has enjoyed another great year in this area 
of club activities. On the social front, we had 
many diverse activities and thanks to Eric 
Walters and his band for their hard work over 
the season. 

Our club must feel proud to have ·ten 
member's selected in the Central Coast Branch 
team to tour America next year and I feel sure 
they will make great ambassadors for this club, 
the C. C. Branch and Australia during their tour. 
To "Peas" Tamblyn, selected in the N.S.W. team 
to tour South-East Asia, mine and the clubs best 
wishes for your tour. 

Gentlemen, the annual report shows 1975-
76 was a very big season for our club and 
strained our finances over the limit and it was 
very disappointing to find a number of members 
were not .only unable to sell tw9 tickets in the 
200 Club competition, but failed to let the 
organiser know of this position as it was quite 
possible they could have been sold elsewhere 
and thus ensured a better result. 

It was once more very pleasing to see the 
number of awards gained by members of this 
club, my appreciation to Quintin Riley and his 
band of instructors for their efforts and con
gratulations to all members who gained these 
awards in 1975-76. 

To "Slim" Peebles and his nippers team, we 
appreciate all the effort you liave put into this 
section of club activities and it is very pleasing 
to see State titles gained by our nippers, thanks 
kids and congratulations to all boys who par
ticipated in competition and gaining of awards. 

We can never praise our Ladies' Auxiliary 
enough but once more thanks girls for a great 
effort in '75-76. Mine and the club's con-



gratulations to auxiliary president Amy Britton 
on being made a Life Member to the auxiliary, 
also to Lesley Adamski on gaining her "unof
ficial " Bronze Medallion. 

To all our donors mine and the club's thanks 
for financial assistance over the past season as 
this is always a great help to our club. 

Our nipperettes once more had an enjoyable 
and successful season and the efforts of Maree 
and Brenda are greatly appreciated. 

Well, fellow members as your president for 
75-76, I once more thank everyone for a very 
successful season, but let us not rest on our 
laurels, once more read the annual report as I 
am sure there is some aspect of club activities 
where your help is required in 1976-77. 

Wishing you happy and successful surfing in 
the coming season. 

BRYCE NORMAN, 
President. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
This year we did not do as well financially as 

we did competitively. Speaking in layman's 
tearms, we commenced the year with a debit of 
$583.33 and finished the season (31-5-76) 
with a balance of $557.17. In between $83,000 
passed through our account (a large amount of 
this total was for the purchase of wave skis for 
our members as the manufacturer has a special 
deal to surf club members). As you can see we 
are, with a club of our size, getting out of 
amateur status into professionalism. 

For the first time in our history, we had to ap· 
proach our bank manager for financia l 
assistance to the extent of $1 ,000 which is tc 
be cleared by the end of August. This situation 
arose because of (a) our normal healthy runnin~ 
cost, (b) the purchase of a rubber duckie to the 
value of $2,377.80 on the assumption that we 
would receive the governments dollar for dollar 
assistance, but unfortunately, we missed out on 
the grant and our budget was down $1 ,200, (c) 
the running of the Inter-Cities carnival on which 
we had budgeted on paid entries to make a sub· 
stantial profit. Unfortunately a large number of 
competitors fa iled to compete and we were 
lucky to break even. 

Without a doubt the Central Coast Leagues 
Club's annual subsidy of $3,704 at the com· 
mencement of the season gets us off to a good 
start. Our other major income is from the Avoca 
Bowling Club $670, add to this the amounts 
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from our hard-working social committee $2,700 
and of course, the best ladies auxiliary in the 
world $2,000. As in previous years 200 Clubs, 
Housie, smokos and beach raffles and a door· 
knock appeal were again successful. 

As in previous years our upkeep and 
maintenance of the clubhouse exceeded the 
$800 grant from Gosford Shire Council. The 
Central Coast Branch has taken this up with the 
council in respect to all clubs receiving a higher 
grant this season. 

One item I would like to deal with on the 
balance sheet is the club tour fund. Our team of 
32 members raised in excess of $3,000 which 
goes to show that (a) there is money about to 
raise and (b) when enthused and motivated 
there is no stopping our members. It is hoped 
that this enthusiasm carries through to the 
coming season when there rnay not be a 
definate objective other than to keep the club in 
a financial position. 

At a recent committee meeting it was 
decided to form a finance and fund-raising com
mittee of five members. It is their job to initiate 
and put into motion various fund-raising ac
tivities and co-op the members for assistance, 
rather than leaving it to one or two members. 

When you consider that our electricity bill 
alone last season was $747.78 it can be seen 
that we are indeed looking at big money overall. 
Our members subsidies for various represen
tative teams was around $2,000 but as long as 
the club is prepared to support these 
nominations then all members must be 
prepared to assist in fund-raising. Our annual 
subs this year returned $568. This represents 
about 60% of members financial which in itself, 
is poor, so how about starting this season off by 
being financial for a start. 

As mentioned elsewhere S.T.C. is to donate 
half the cost of a new boat this season, we have 
to raise the rest. If any member has ideas in 
regards to fund-raising ventures please contact 
me, and I will pass them on to the finance com
mittee. 

To our major supporters: Central Coast 
Leagues Club, Avoca Beach Bowling Club, 
Gosford Shire Council, Beattie and Frost Pty. 
Ltd., and of course, all our local business houses 
and residents, thank you for your continued 
fa ith and support. 

May I thank the club members for their 
assistance this season and may I wish all 
members the best for the coming season. 

IAN MESSENGER, 
Hon. Treasurer. 
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